Sunday, January 24, 2021
Third Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 3, Year B
Introduction
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the
good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching
in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of
discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all
their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.
How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,

we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your
Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God | has come near;* repent, and believe in |
the good news. Alleluia. (Mark 1:15)

Readings and Psalm
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Repentance at Nineveh
Psalm 62:5-12
God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6)
Mark 1:14-20
The calling of the disciples at the sea

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom
should God have mercy?”
The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’
walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
1

Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12
God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6)
5

For God alone I | wait in silence;
truly, my hope | is in God.

God alone is my rock and | my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken.
7
In God is my deliverance | and my honor;
God is my strong rock | and my refuge.
8
Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. R
9
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath.
10
Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it.
11
God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it,
that power be- | longs to God.
12
Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord,
for you repay all according | to their deeds. R
6

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will
respond with repentance and faith.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
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As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make
you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a
little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending
the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired men, and followed him.
16

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and
for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the wellbeing of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let
us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God
inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief
(especially), that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that
meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living,
that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Offering Prayer
O God,
receive these gifts as you receive us:
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service
to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.
Come and be fed.

Prayer after Communion
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.

Amen.

Blessing
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Upcoming Commemorations
Conversion of Paul
Monday, January 25, 2021
The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes to an end as we
recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early church, the apostle Paul. His
encounter with the risen Christ turned him from persecutor of the followers of Christ to one of
their leaders.
Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries
Tuesday, January 26, 2021
These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul. Timothy
became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was imprisoned with Paul at Philippi
until they were delivered by an earthquake.
Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith
Wednesday, January 27, 2021
Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as demonstrated by
these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple goods, lent her home for a church;
Dorcas was known for charitable works; and Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae.
Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274
Thursday, January 28, 2021
One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, Aquinas worked to
bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of the Order of Preachers
(Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter.
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