Baptism of Our Lord
January 9, 2021



A CORDIAL WELCOME to all who are with us today in this online streamed or
archived fashion! Our faith calls us to be an inclusive community welcoming
and affirming people of all cultures, races, sexual orientations, and gender

identities.

Lutherans believe and trust that Christ is truly present in the sacraments to
heal our brokenness and empower our lives. God extends the invitation to all
to commune at this table. Persons wishing to inquire about baptism and
participation in the life of this congregation are encouraged to speak with a

pastor.

Recorded Service: Holy Communion is consecrated at this service with
distribution either in your home setting, or at 12:30-1:30 p.m. in the west

church parking lot, entrance Rice Blvd.

Communion is offered with bread (also gluten free) and wine. Instructions
for receiving will be given at the time of distribution. When a person receives
only bread or only wine, church tradition teaches that the person has

communed fully. Children are welcome to commune.

The altar flowers are given today to the glory of God by
Allie Kieffer and Andrew Kraebel in celebration
of the baptism of Henry Thaddeus Kieffer and
with thanksgiving for the ministry of
Pastor Larson and Pastor Liebster.



Holy Communion

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Four, beginning on page 147, ELW.
All scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Pealing of the Bells

Prelude Thou Prince of Peace, Lord Jesus Christ, BWV 1102
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the

presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,# one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,

whose mercy is poured out upon all people,

whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.

Trusting in the abundant grace of God,
let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us.

You are acquainted with all our ways.

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We distrust those who are not like us.

We exploit the earth and its resources;

we fail to consider generations to come.

Forgive us, gracious God,

for all we have done and left undone.

Receive our words in your divine mercy. Amen.
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By the grace of God, through the power and promise of # Christ Jesus,

our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.

Indeed, we are forgiven.

In the wake of God’s forgiveness,

we are called to be the beloved community

living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.

Amen.
Hymn We three Kings
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2 Born a king on Beth-le-hem’splain, gold I bring to crownhim a - gain;
3 Frank-in - cense to of - fer have I; in - censeowns a de - 1-ty nigh;
4 Myrrh is mine;its bit - ter per - fume breathesa life of gath-er-ing gloom;
5 Glo -rious now be-hold him a - rise, King and God and Sac - ri - fice;
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Refrain

heav’'nsings al - le - lu-1ia: al - le - lu - ia the earth re - plies.
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Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Canticle of Praise
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For you

a-lone are the Ho - ly One,
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we
may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Genesis 1:1-5
God creates light God creates light

First Reading

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, ‘the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters. "Then God said, “Let there be
light”; and there was light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. “God called the light Day, and the
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darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the

first day.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm?29
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'Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,

ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
*Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;

worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
’The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;

the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;

the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.
>The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;

the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
"The voice | of the LORD

bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;

the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
*The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the | forests bare.

And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
""The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
1O LORD, give strength | to your people;

give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.
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Gospel Acclamation
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A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am

well pleased.” Matthew 3:17

Gospel Mark 1:4-11
Revelation of Christ as God’s servant

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. >’And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. “Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. *I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.”

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. '’And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. ''And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well

pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day55

Crashing waters at creation
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1 Crash-ing wa-ters at cre - a- tion, or-dered by the Spir-it's breath,
2 Part - ing wa - ter stood and trem-bled as the cap-tives passed onthrough,
3 Cleans-ing wa - ter once at Jor-dan closed a-roundthe one fore-told,
4 Liv - ing wa -ter, nev-er end-ing, quenchthe thirstand flood the soul.
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first to  wit - ness day’s be - gin-ning from the bright-ness of night’s death.
wash-ing  off the chains of bond-age—chan-nel to a life made new.
o - pened to re - veal the glo-ry ev-er newand ev -er old
Well-spring, source of  life e - ter - nal, drench our dry-ness, make us whole.
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: STUTTGART, attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Bath

God claims us as daughters and sons by water and the word.

Baptism

The ministers and the baptismal party gather at the font.

Henry Thaddeus Kieffer
Parents: Alexandra Kieffer and Andrew Kraebel
Sponsors: Julia Doe
Steven Rozenski
Damian Blittler

PRESENTATION
The candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at

the font. The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar

words.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope

through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us



